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SUBJ: ACHEAMPONG HOLDS TO TWO-YEAR TRANSITION PERIOD 

1 . ON JULY 28 HEAD OE STATE ACHEAMPONG DECLARED THAT 
THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL (SMC) WILL NOT CHANGE 
THE TWO-YEAR TIMETABLE FOR TRANSITION TO CONSTITU- 
TIONAL RULE JUST TO SUIT THE WHIMS OE THE PROFES- 
SIONALS, A GROUP WHICH "DOES NOT CONSTITUTE THE 
MOUTHPIECE OF THE GHANAIAN PEOPLE." SPEAKING WHILE 
SWEARING IN NEW MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL, ACHEAMPONG SAID THAT IT WAS NOT RPT NOT 
TRUE THAT THE SMC HAD AGREED TO RETURN THE 
COUNTRY TO A CONSTITUTIONAL RULE WITHIN ONE YEAR 

AS SOME PEOPLE WERE CLAIMING. 

2. RE UNION GOVERNMENT, ACHEAMPONG OBSERVED THAT 
THE SMCN INTENDED TO EVOLVE A SYSTEM WHICH WOULD 
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BRING PEACE AND HARMONY TO THE COUNTRY. HE ASSERTED 
THAT "IF THE PEOPLE WANT THE ARMED EORCES TO BE 
MEMBERS OF THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION, WE WILL ACCEPT 
IT; IF THEY DO NOT WANT US, WE SHALL STAY BEHIND; 

IF THEY WANT PARTY POLITICS, WE WILL GIVE IT TO THEM." 

3. GRAPHIC COMMENTED EDITORIALLY THAT "THE CONSEQUENCE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


OF A HASTY TRANSFER OF POWER IS OBVIOUS - A RETURN 
TO POLITICAL CONTUSION. ... IT WOULD BE IRRESPONSIBLE 
TO EXPECT THAT THE TWO-YEAR PROGRAM EOR A RETURN TO 
CIVILIAN RULE CAN BE SHORTENED, WHEN THE ELECTORAL 
PROCESS ALONE WILL TAKE AT LEAST A YEAR TO BE DONE 
WELL." IT URGED ALL CITIZENS "TO STEER CLEAR OE 
ANY ACTION AIMED AT FORCING THE SMC'S HANDS INTO A 
RECKLESS HANDLING OVER." 

4. COMMENT: ACHEAMPONG'S PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF HIS REFUSAL TO CONSIDER SHORTENING THE TWO-YEAR 
TIMETABLE WILL FURTHER ANGER THE PROGESSIONALS, WHO 
ARE CONVINCED HE WAS RENEGED ON A PROMISE TO MOVE 
TO CONSTITUTIONAL RULE WITHIN ONE YEAR. THUS A NEW 
ROUND OF CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN PROFESSIONALS AND 
SMC IS A GROWING POSSIBILITY. 

HOLMES. 
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